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> Sn 


do you read? I 
need police 
assistance. 


Ihave a 
helicopter a 
lowering down ig 


over my cargo... |= 
is anyone oe 
reading me? Ta 


EW, 


Okay, men, be 
{ quick about it. 
Precious cargo is 
\ incars six and 
seven. 


We've only | have go on 
been ordered to . : ‘ epics In 
take the weapons 3 | 
tank, so secure 
and contain 


those cars. 
(12 


How much 
longer? 


A lot of 
firepower 
here 


boss! 


» x 


G Wi What 
, Paps 
| . 


Y 


} k 5 
y . = you know how 
ZY they get about 
their airspace. 
» 


But I did havea | 
train to catch. 


Y Now to slow > 
UN it down... 
ry ef 


> 


Not 
Ke 


Nope. Big girl 
doesn't want 


to follow my 
lead. Time for 
anew idea. 


—~{ Pal, you sit 
tight and let 

me have a 
turn with her. 


Ididn't saya 

better idea, 

Jarvis. I said 
anew idea. 


Concentrating, 
Jarvis. Let's 
chat later. 


Sir, this 
seems like a bad 
grade schoo! math 
problem. Perhaps 
you could-- 


Ireally never 
tested well in 
school, Jarvis. 


This is 
going to 
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You all may 
want to 
hold on... 


this thing will 
probably fall 
%) fast HA the prop 


7 Let's fly \ ae You 
TURN RY, => h 


out of here! 
We don't need 
Iron Man on 
our ass. 


yep, pretty 
fast. 


4 


think 


e could have 
survived-- 


_-this will keep 

you afloat until 

the authorities 
find you. 


KAZE “aa 


“A 


“Tony, you're 
going to hurt 
yourself...” 


— 


~y 
BACK THEN: 


VW .--You don't 
know anything 
about fiber-o, 
routing. \t's time -=m 
to admit Ibs A) | 


will buy us a 
new one. 


You should \ 
have let me fix it, \ 
Tony. I don't like 
using Stark money 

to build our é 
company. 
=. Your All the 
dad's money more reason 


to get some 
investors on 


(1 comes witha 
2 leash, you 
know this. board. 


a 
Don't be worried, ; 


You don't 
have a monopoly 
on the fun fixes 
around here, Plus, if 
darling. I break it, 
Till buyus a 
new one. 


Speaking 
of...we need 
to get dressed. 
They'll be here 
in under an 
hour. 


Ugh. 
Suits. Why 
can't we start a 
company ona 


Q Caribbean island? 


Flip-flops and 


Josie, my love. Flash 
your smile, show a little 
leg, ae them with re 

brilliance and we' 
have our first wi ure la 
major investor. think-- 


What brings 
you to the 
slums? 


something 
You can perhaps 
explain. Apparently Pp) 
you told your driver [7 

not to bother ba) 
picking you up. 


unless he 
wants to take 
me to grab 
a pizza. 


You're going to the 

a shied ves You ait 
onor your father, an 

you will give the share- a 

foltele Falen Oe all due respect 

misguided as it mig “ 

be--in the next CEO no thanks. 

of Stark Enterprises, 


Dad, I have 


Josey, it's 
not worth the 
ciwilbnnst pe rea 
e back... 
ask a third time, 
Anthony. Iwill, 
however, see this 
little hobby go 
bankrupt. 


It is time for you 
to put away childish 
things, son. This isn't 
about work, it's about 
legacy, family,and |* 
your responsibility 
. as ason. 


Another 
girlfriend, Pops? 


TODAY: 
STARKIINDUSTRIES 
STOCKHOLDER 


ae 


Welcome, 


Mr. Stark. 


Less 


v 


Ww. 


Vv 
RS ee. 
‘My father, Ho’ 
started a comp 
years ago,ac 
that he left in 


m 


but ne 
rgeits - 
future. ; 
shareholders, 
this has beena 
black banner 
year for the 
nation, for the 
planet. 


ut we have risen 
from the wreckage 
of tribulation with 
our hands on our 
bootstraps and we 
are pleased to 
announce... 


...profits have, ; 
just this month, 
reached a five- 


“Stark 
Industries 
corrupts the 
world, Mr. 
Atchison.” 


Stark is a 
contagion on the 
lobal economy, but 


it also holds the 
cure: 


Free 
energy, Mr. 

\ Atchison. / I've told 
you, Mr. Li, 

I don't have 

access...I work in 
the Endotherm 
technologies 

division. 


technology 
is a totally 
different-- 


You 


misunderstand 
me, David. 


I don't need 
you to do anything 
but open the door. 
Then we will liberate 

this technology. 


Three million 
then. All you 
have to dois 
plug this in... 


“Much * 
like Robin 
Hood. 


Robin Hood 
lived ina 
forest, this 
is Stark 
security. 


I could get 
in a lot of 
trouble and 
I'm not sure 
it's worth 
the risk. 


“,..and then leave F 
the rest to us.” --Next item: 
| Air Force would 
like you to personally 
supervise a test of 
your new F-22 
targeting 
interface. 


Accounting 
advises selling ’ 
off some dead weight: : 
non-producing or \ Which 
idle holdings: some real estate 
worthless real ) \ holdings--? 
estate. o 


Ms. 
Danvers 
on the line, 
sir. 


Tony, you've 
been avoiding 


Me. oF Staff of--what 
ore you running 
these days, 


Wait, Y Are you 
Carol. upset about 
me, or about 
the Canadian 

train I 

broke? 


You know 
me, I couldn't 
fly past a 
weapons heist 
without joining 
in on the fun. 


---and 
do I call you 
Madame? 


Tony, stop 
playing with 
your coin and 
pay attention 
tome. 


you 
let atrain... 
hit you? 


y)/ Carol, me 


: or the 
Imtalking ‘il suit? / tnatsa 


valuable national question you 
asset being should ask 
treated like a r yourself, 
plaything. } 
Thanks for 
your concern, 
lovey. Going 
into a tunnel... 


Send her 
something. 
Flowers. No, 

something nicer. 
For her neckline. 
ruby, maybe. 

Goes with 

her lips. 


the holdings 
sales--find out if 
they intend to 
sell off JT 
Technologies. 


Nothing. 
Just 
has some 
historical 
value. 


Iecan't 
change it now. = 
We have--Z have Why 
three investors -- don't you 
I change the name, take a job 
they'll think we're f with-- 
unstable. 4 “a 


Don't. Don't make . I'venever And I believe 
your dream mine. / 4 nown dnyone in what we're 
Do what you must, \ , like you, building-- 

run your dad's ; 

company, Tony, 

but I'm going to 

build this thing. 

Bootstraps and 

all that. 


YV Now you're 
playing with 
the toys your 
daddy gives 


And I've 
never known 
anyone like 
you, either. 


Me 


SIA/MONTHS\LATER? 


The small twin- 
propeller plane went 
down sixty miles 
east of Salt 
Lake City. 


believed to have been 
on board was Josey 
Gardner, entrepreneur 
from Berkeley, 
California. 


| aq) 
— 
————_—} 


= confirmed |= 


reports... ; | My ( 


Don't be At whom should I 
_ ablunt direct my feelings, 
instrument, exactly? 
It was 
: you who 
Be precise f alg chased her 
with your a" 


emotions. 
Channel them. 
Direct them. 


would have 
been-- 


PY save it son. 
You have to 
focus on your 
future. Regret 
makes you weak, 
depending on 
others breeds 
stagnancy. 


Time to bring 
you in on a new 
project: Nanotech. 


Take a look at these 
projections. ae 
Today? 
You want to 
talk about this-- 
this thing 
today-- 


The 
progress of 
technology will not 
wait for you to get 
over ex-girlfriends. 
Nor will the enemies 
of our nation. 


Mr. Stark, we have a 
security breach that 
needs your immeciate 
attention. Endotherm 
division. 


Not clear 
yet, Mister Stark. 
Physical breach at three 
points of entry, but local 
security measures have 
been disabled 
somehow-- 


onecan § 
disable 


Thank you for a \ 
lovely evening, my dear. 
I'm afraid Ihave torun... 


Jarvis, Thave 
an unidentified 
drone overhead. 
Just 
connected, 


iI F sir. 


\ Engaging robust 47 


YN wireless interface. 
, I'm going to need 
data decrypting. 


me 


You . 
_ ( need control 
trace? s ‘ 


pre 1] 
aay reading a 
| bounce location, 

_ {| something mobile. i 
_ \ Armored truck |] , 
four miles from 
you. 


Put it eu the 
HUD. They — 
won't get to LS ai 


» Ge 


“Ihave a visual 
on the armored 


—  ——— 


"I hope they're 
watching their 
= toes.” 


———_ | ‘a 

~ sn 

PY EY What the = What data 

oie ¢ 4 are they 
accessing? 


have anew alert. 
This attack--I think it 
was to cover a network 
breach. I'm reading 
firewall infiltration \ 
markers here... 


They used 
Endotherm to 
hack into the 
archives, 
sir. 


Thave a dozen \ 
archive files with \ 
trip sensors 
activated. A 
dozen and climbing. 
They're siphoning 
out the system... 


ose 


Activated? 


Tey, 
They have 
access to 
everything. We 
don't know yet 
what specifically... 
security measures 
are running. 4 


Looks like 
you dropped 
acall. 


It’s Publishers 
Clearing House. 
Now who the-- 


company 

belongs to the 
Mandaarin, 
young Stark. 


I'm sorry 
to have to 


7 


Armor hacking in 
< progress. Defense 


MA. clear-- y 
My armor “a= 
is self- 
destructing. 


While I-- 


figure out-- 
what the hell 
the--bzzz-- 
Mandarin 
is... .-and where 
they...got their 
tech! 
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Whatever "The 
Mandarin” were 
after, it doesn't 

appear they got 

it, sir. 


Ba hl 
TONY'S PENTHOUSE 


NEW YORK CITY: 


I don't 
believe it, 
Jarvis. Look 
more 


This 
"Mandarin", hacked 


one of my employees and 
. overloaded the circuitry yo 
on my suit. 


They didn't 
go to that 
much trouble 
for some cheap 
fireworks. 


Coming 
into the | 
office today, } \ 


Oh, and 
thanks for 
that saving my 
life thing, 
Jarvis. 


I’ve gotten 
used to 
activating the 

fail-safe by 
> now, sir. 


We need to 
find out who these 
guys are and what 
they want. See if that 
drone that attacked 
me left a unique energy 
signature we can 
trace. 


Let me 
when you have 
anything. Like some 
bad shawarma, this 
isn't sitting right with 
me. There's more to this. 


Easy now. 
That button 
costs more 

than your car, 
whoever you 


Miiiiss Carol Poe Let me _ 
Danvers. Teh, guess: Jarvis 


if What brings picked Se 
you to my these? B Yy 
27W\h 


humble-- AN i/ ~ 
: SN S\\ 


\ 
\ 


Because 
either he did, 
or you think that 
you're still allowed 
toget mea 
romantic gift. 


ih 


You were 
always telling 
me to kee 
the pas 
alive. 


7 Ztoldyou V 

A bag a pelt 
yor" e past. 
pS yi 


lan ae Give them 
SY ‘tosome 
— other girl. I'm Okay, 
sure they're not don't be mad, 
returnable. ;, d dear. I'm sorry 
about the 
pearls. 


in the world 
are you 


You think \ 
I'm some silly 

reporteror f 

something? 4 


f I'ma 
prominent 
official inthe U.S. 

q 


But 
seriously, you 
didn't miss 
me... 
Insult me 
like that one 
more time and T'll 
make your life 
miserable, Stark. 


Then 
why are 
you here, 
Carol? 


fs Oh eee 
hothing. That armor 
whee case gt V needed an upgrade } 
valued defense fF two anyway. They 
manufacturer is saved me the chore 
cyber-attacked and 
almost killed, the f 
Pentagon expects fa, something, Til yn tually 


abriefing. xg = call and brief I'm here to 
o> 4 in brief you, Jf 


Turns out, 
we know who 
came after you. At 
least, we know who 
designed the worm 
that took out your 
Fipewall= 
--because \ 
the same \ \ It was 
worm infiltrated a Y designed, legally, 
S.H.L.E.L.D. database | by someone at 
four years ago. South Pacific 
Orsome version 4 Financial. It has 
of it. / a patent. 


What do you know 
about South 
Pacific? 


We've been 
investigating for 
years. The search 
turned up nothing. 
Every time we get 
close, the government 
of China intervenes 
and threatens trade 
restrictions. 


seems like 
South Pacific 

has some 
powerful allies. 


They 
don't trade 
publicly, 
but they hold 
hundreds of 
patents in 
China. _ 


Any 
politician 
who has ever 


suddenly 
stopped. 


Well I 
can tell you 


markets. 


Jarvis, South 
Pacific Financial. 
Where are they 
headquartered? 


Hong Kong. 
Uploading 


We keep files 
the address 


on all potential 
competition. At one 
point they bought 
up a bunch of 
old Soviet 
weapons. We 
took note. 


You've ; 
=/ known this how \ 
=| long? When were } 

you going to i ! 
brief us? 


in what could be 

an escalating 
military 
action-- 


n~ 
Lmisspoke. \_% 
That's not why 4 


I'm going. Not 


Well 
you didn't 
like the 
pearls... 


going to buy 

you d more 

appropriate 
gift... 


something about 
South Pacific: They 
don't exist. At 
least not in the 

Chinese stock 


— more 


i | 


But 


looking. 


Pacific appears 
to be a holding 
company, sir. And 
their headquarters 
are on the edge of 
the financial 
district. Ican't find 


whatever they 
are, they may be 
the key to this 
Mandarin thing. Or 
at least a good 
place to start 


What 
are you 
doing? 


I'm going 
to knock on the 
door, and ask 
them nicely what 
they want with 
my files. 


\\ 


| 
i \ 


Ihear 


Hong Kong 
has great 
shopping. 


TT 


LL 


TTT 


Jarvis, link 


in. I'm heading 


over the 
Pacific. 


Also, make 

anote: Ms. 
Danvers 

isn't a fan 

_ \ ofpearlis. 


Wo, 


—— 


UTD ~ a 
// 


. a | 
S / 


\ 


\' 


te 


= 


t3 
1 


ae 
—— ae 
— 
was 


a 
SS — — 
— 


WW 


C y 


SY, 


. a f 
yy: 


LTS ae anane Es ees, tod Em, 


Ihave the South | i 
Pacific Company 
skyscraper ahead. 
Doesn't look like 
inion... something 
familiar here, 
thou 


~<a) 


I'mcallin'on 


Jarvis home? 


i] 
quiet onthe 


a electronic -ebuyilt, but all 


front here trails toward the 
Manaarin have 
come up cold. 


LT always 
appreciate 
when you sing 
tome, sir. 


¢ ee : 
Be 6d i 
. ll iS 
e aes 
-E 4 i. 
= ~: 


gear 


Well, hopefully 
here are 
answers here. 


| \\ = \ 
ee Thermal shows 


no one inside. 


Might just be me, 
Jarvis, but I think 
this company has 
done some 
downsizing... 


I've got floor after 
empty floor here. Who 
builds a skyscraper 
and doesn't put 
anything in it? 
Someone 
wanting to look 
like alegitimate & 
company? 


sesOP 
peek had oy 
employees, a | i 
all. This carpet : \ eee the 
is brand- | records, Mr. Stark, 
and I see that of the 
forty-four floors, 
thirty were leased to 
various companies 
. in China... 


A 
group called... 
Mandarin 

International. 


There's 
5 nothing here, ‘ j 
arvis. Can you ge 
into city records? Fone ol 
See who applied for roads do seem 
these permits, to lead to the 
and when? ji 
Mandarin. 


Hold that 
thought. I have 
company. 


Elevator. 


That's the 
symbol on my 


father's coin. (zz 


Why would - 


Jarvis, 
Thave 
contact. 


Identify! 


I’ve got 
some kind of-- 
urgh--security 

drones -~-- 


recognize the (== 
designs. 


Jarvis, who 
outside of the 
military has an 

arsenal like 


Idont 
think go, 
Jarvis. 


If they were a 
contractor, a 
paper trail 
would be easy 
to find. 


J Sir, is it 


possible 
Mandarin is 


Unless all of the 
traffic is diverted 
away, and the 
| cameras are off.. 


| Four 
Gl o'clock! 
Four 
\ o'clock! {\¥ 


Ys : 
Besides, the 
Chinese military 
will take notice of 
this nonsense at 
any moment.... 


Which means 
the drones 
will be pulling 
back. Ican 
Follow one... 


But first 
let me look 
in here... 


Going to get 
another 
glimpse inside 
that elevator. 


Ineed 
another look 
at that 
symbol. 


re pas ‘ 
you might wan \ 
PRo EL te Caused by 


_ te . alone lunatic 
picking up local police jpn qmetal suit. No \ 
chatter...seemS mention of drones 


BS\ there's adisturbance tT think someone is 
; in your area of pinning this / 
Hong Kong... on you. = 


So was the 
elevatora | 
distraction, or 

amessage? 


Elevator goes 
down quite 
aways. I'm 
going to-- 


Stop it/ 
Stop that 
sound! 


What is 
it? you're-- 
break-- 
up--! 


Tony, can 
you hear 
me? 


“Believe me, 
I have a long FP 
history of working f~ 
with Asian 
companies. 
SOSSS 


“They expect you 
ae hea tot in 
[——-—-.._ | to their confidence 
(ef — slowly. Their 

| business world 
operates with 
rings of trust. 
ii LZ) eee 


| You don’t climb. You are invited 
5 from one to another.” 


ES Zz nae m 


I don't 
understand 

why we can't go 
to the CEO 
directly. 


It's not 
how business 
is done on their 
side of the 


't investing in now, 
Tony. They are investing in the 
future. Our future. Their future. 
They build companies for the 
next generations. 


them means to be 
patient. 


But 
business 
A moves quickly. 
y How can 
you-- 


We could 
take a lesson 
from them. Not 
to be hasty, 
not to be 

reckless.) 


We're not all 
machines 
like you, 
Dad. 


“Tony? Tony, 
wake up or 
I'll throw more 
ice water 
on you.” 


You had a 
concussion, sir. 
Unconscious 
when the auto- 
pilot brought 
you back. 


I'd like 
to speak to 
the manager 


about the wake- 


up calls in this 
establishment... 


Tony, why 
do you do 


this to yourself? |= — 
your impatience [~ 


See, Carol? I was 
unconscious at the 
time. So I'm innocent 
of whatever you're 
accusing me-- 


Jarvis, I presume 

we're taking a hit 

for the attack on 
Endotherm? 


down six 
points. 


borders on 
masochism. 


Before you 
give me some 
lip, you should 

be aware of 

something. 


government 
of China is 
prepared to sue 
you personally-- 
as wellas Stark 
Industries --for an 
estimated 13 million 
in damages. Guess 
who's standing 
in their way 
right now? 


| 
= 
= 
= 
et 
i 
ee 
sa 
= 
st 
= 
= 
ia 
ia 
= 
= 
faa 
= 
= 
= 


Y Industries, 
too? Does that 
sound odd to 
you? Seems 
odd tome. 


Almost 
Why not as if they : 
sue me for more‘ want Stark |g 
than my personal Industries in 
assets andhave | the press, 
the company isn't it? 
siphoned that 


Devaluing 
our stock could 
almost be 
Mandarin's 
real goal. 


L = Ee, Li - 
Using the \7 7 . 
government might S 4 Military? 
save you some You don't have 


money. It could even 7 friends in the 
save your life. You military right 
aren't a nation unto now, Tony. 
yourself. 


DQ 
Which is 
why I'm going 
to get some 
military 
assistance. 


Doesn't 
seem like I 
have many 
around here, 
either. 


Jarvis, 
I need you to 
keep looking into 
the Mandarin 
Company... 


No 
company is 
that invisible. 
There must bea 
A. trail. There must 
be something. | 


W 
Meanwhile, I'm going to get an 
outside opinion and find out how 
it is that Mandarin has technology 
that can bypass my EMP- 
insulated suit. A 


just going to 
jump right back in, 
aren't you? Iwish 
you'd listen to me. 
Tony, I--I-- 


you to be 
defeated. 


} I'm not 
going to fight 

about it right 

now, Carol. 


Going 
to find a 
wingman. 


AIR\CORCE 
TEST 


Target 
acquired. a 


FIELD 


Copy, 
Captain. 
Green to engage. 
Repeat, you 
are green to 
engage. 


SINT 
CaaS 


Closin 


; 1g. 
Virtual missile 


Pardon me, 
sir, looking for 
Interstate 
Fifty...? 


Tony, 
get off my 
bird! 


I'm in 
the middle of 
testing your 
drones. 


Sorry, Rhodey, didn’t 
the Air Force request 
Laid in these targeting 
exercises? It ismy 
system, after all. 


Either 
way, you're 
in the way 


y 
7, y N 
Whoa. You 
scratched my 
armor, pal. 


Yes, and 
you ‘politely 
declined.” National 
security isn't as 

important to you 

as some 
redhead. 


knew you had 
it handled. 


xy 
Z 
Z 
ZG 
4 
a 


.- Your 
drone is 
getting 
away. 


Ne 


x 


*BEEP BEEP 
BEEP* DRONE 
ONLINE... 


Ineed Oh, you 
your help with want to talk to 
something, me now? Last time ¥ 


Rhodey. Itried to offer you | 
help, Tony, you had 

me removed from 
\ your building by 
security. 


Just ee, 
because you \ 
didn't like me 
telling you 
the truth. /£ 


The truth? 
you insulted my 
father in his 
old office, pal. 


No, I told 
you what you 
already 
knew. 


And I'll 
tell you again: 
you're your own 

\\ worst enemy, 
S Tony. 


I'm pretty sure 
my enemies doa 
good job of 
being my worst 
enemies. 


I know 
your father 
was a jerk, Tony. 
You've made that 
clear. 


You're not 

_ one, but you 

isolate yourself 
from people as much 
as he did. You don't 

care for yourself, 

which means you 

don't care for 
others. 


“And for the 
record, Tony, L 
wasn't worrying 


about you. It's not 


all about you. 


Icare about 
others, Rhodes. 
I've given my life to 
saving others. To 
protecting others. 
Stop worrying 
about me... 


You've 
given your life 
to being a hero, 
which is a joke if it 
doesn't start with 
youand those 
cloge to you. you 
learned the 
wrong lesson from ¥ 
your dad's death, ff 
and from Widow's £ 
betrayal. d 


you don't need 
to keep everyone ata 
distance. You need someone 
to help you fight those inner 
demons of yours, because 
you can't doit alone. 


“I was talking 
about when we went 
up against A.|.M. and 
you nearly got us both 
killed when you didn't 
listen to me. 


“It's bad enough, Tony, 
when you put yourself 
recklessly into harm's 
way. It's another thing 
when you put other 
people in that position.” 


U| 


Tu 


Rhodes, I didn't 
come here for alecture. 
Someone hacked into 
my company and they 
seem to be using that 
information against me. 


Ineed 
you to 
come with-- 


Hey, I'm WR ; 
i f That I'm not 
in 
eee wasn't loadedup 
you-- mes with any 
= weapons... 


GN 
SQ) 


OPW 


Ss 


Unfortu. 
Stark drones 
are. 


nately, ri 


someone flere 
stole the keys. 


f/ 


= 
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ROUND : od 
ADA) eae . < ‘ 
i} D 4 ‘ \ 
= \---n) _ AAAHI = Move! 7 
; M . Move! 
as / |e a 
pe / no a, = < 
iy \Y f Kon a 4 y we S | K 5 5 % 2 
Ve oK | \y 
= am agi ’ U, ‘ 
é a , ; ial GY 
= BS ol 
batt ct oO e 
Yo" : 
= N a 
Come on, 
a Rhodes. Too \a | 
: many for me to 
| ih <A, handle by myself. 
Aske a We 


‘f bats | — ia! 
| 7 ~ Al 


Ihave 
No weapons, 
Tony. I've radioed 
contro] center What 


A 
for backup. happened 
to these Z 
< drones? 
: => ae Vas 


ae 
\ 
=| Ldon't know. f Someone [eee 
= | S i] Imblocked | must be 
ieee Besar: 


Thank you for 
that. Tguess 
you've done 

your part. 


Don't 
have weapons, 
but Icanstill 
throw an b 


SO 
excuse : 
me while - / 
Ideal Okay. Not bad 
@ | for da fixed- 
winger. 


| of my way, 


I'm starting to 
wish my drones 
weren't so 
popular... 


Did this 
model come 
standard witha 
ghost -in-the- 

machine? 


No, this is 
what Icame to 
talk to you about. 
Someone's been 
hacking into At 
Stark tech--( your two 
o'clock! 


Jarvis, Track the 
tapin. signal. Where 
‘ are they 
hacking us 


} 
Hello, Mr. P~ 
a Thi is the / 
ia Mandarin, Mr. Stark. 
r you came to visit us. 


We are sorry that we 
weren't able to talk, 
but we only speak 
on our terms. 


Tony, 
7 hello? Tony! 
Wehave & 
incoming. 


Thave 
no visual, 
Rhodes. 


They've 


what is ours, 
Tony. 
Goodbye. 


Tony, 
where are 
yours 


Can't see, 
Rhodes. 
Can't see. 


Tony, hello? 4 
Do you have No, artificial 
horizon isn't 
responding. Can't 
see. Don't know 
which way is up! 


\ 


e 
ready to 


you're 
| pretty handy 
in that 
clunker. 


Thad 
| plenty of 
time. 


your 
inflated 
sense of self- 
worth was slowing 
your fall. 


We're working on 
that, Carol. I'm 
more concerned 
about them getting 
into the main 
server. 


Tony, someone 
hacked into your 
drone control 
network. I'm having 


S.H.I.E.L.D. run 
counter-intel 
to see-- 


aes , 
TONY'S PENTHOUSE 
MANHATTAN. LATER. 
—_ &X They being Yes. They seem 
{& SS The Mandarin to think Stark F 
7 A Group. owes them « 
\ we something. 
y As for 
/ how they did it... 
~ they got physical 
* a access via the 
endotherm division. 
That shouldn't have 
been enough, 


though. 


If they access 


You do understand, 
don't you, the national 
security implications? | 7 


Stark's defense 
satellites, 
your-- 


fi They took control 
of a full drone wing. 
My job is to ensure 
that other drones A 
are safe from 
a similar 
attack. 


Which is why it may be best Lhave this. They're 
if you let me use military / going after me, not the 
resources to pursue government. You two 
these guys. want to stand by as 
backup, be my 


My DNA is 
required. 


Which is 
possibly why 
they didn't 
kill me. 


You may 
be arockstar, 
but I'm not 
your backup 
dancer. 


You can 
defend yourself. 
T'll be ready to 
defend the country 
if you fail. 


The only 
thing I need to 
trust is this 
armor. 


And yet . 
it's the one a 
thing that hasn't 
been able to 
protect you these 7 


a You need 
{ tolearn to trust 
things you can't 
control. 


What does 
he want, an 
apology? 


If I do that, 
Carol, someone 
usually dies. 
Iron Man stops 
that from 
happening. 


_You blame 
him, Tony? You 
don't trust a soul 
on this planet and 
you're surprised 
when no one takes 
a risk for you? 


Trust leads 
to dependence. 
Dependence means 
you don't control 
your world. 


Iron 
Man is my 
Control. 


Use the 
machine, Tony. 
Don't become 


7 It's not 
a machine. the hero. 


You are. 


Is that 
S.H.I.E.L.D.'s 
official position, 
Director 
Fury? 


Nice 
resemblance. idee 
: facets. Mean is 
My dad's not the one we 


eyes were 
mean. Statues lia ae 


can't get the 
eyes right. 


his demons. 
He wasn't one. 
Remember 
that. 


He's left you a aa V And acoin which 
the keystothe}/ — ‘ > i was a ‘reminder that 
kingdom. 7 7. 


A coin in my - Let me guess. 
hand, and coins : Now you tell me 
in a vaul i what Icando / 
= : ] i for you... 


He's left you 
a company, built : ; : 
on his own shoulders. Y No, Tony, 
He's left you power, that part is 
the ability to make \ up to you. your V. 
a difference in \e father hadhis __'S you learn to 


the world. A exorcise yours 
\ I anes tacos earlier than he did, | 
so that you » 
left you an 2 euies become a 
obligation to wes great man. 
the future. ; \ - Ebel at 


He's 


When . 
you do, you Ys son remember, 
can figure |e j , when your father 
out whatto |= 3 as needed help 
do with the 4 Sftiy | he came 
company. : tous. 


~ Don't be 
afraid to do 
the same thing if 


SS 
— 


x 
> 


This is what my 
father meant. He 
was in trouble Wi 
ae 
—— of 


os 


My father 
asked for 
S.H.I.E.L.D.'s help. 
It had something 
to do with the 
Mandarin. 


If you can . 
help me look into 
S.H.I.E.L.D.'s files 
on him, we can 
find them. 


iN 


—~] 
Carol's given 


STARK INDUSTRIES. 
LATER. 


of S.H.I.E.L.D. 


me access to all 


‘Ss 


archives. They have 


copies of much 
what the Manda 
erased from 


My father made 
frequent trips to Hong 
Kong in the fledgling 
years of this 
company. 


And after 
each trip, 
Stark Industries 
received an influx 
of cash within 
six months. 


Receipts here. Your 
father kept a private 
plane at Hong Kong 
international...model 
DHC-3... 


es 
oe : 
Wite: Flight 
records? 


of 
rin 


Look 
at travel 
records, 

Jarvis. 


The building where 
I was attacked 
wasn't the Mandarin 
headquarters. But 
I think my father's 
travel records 


Not 
necessarily. 


No, but 
fuel records. 


{ They give us a flight 


distance of 
\. anywhere within 
\__ this ring. 


“We're looking 
for an island.” 


DHC-3is a 
Dehavilland 
Otter. 


An unusual 
choice because 
it also happens to 
be a seaplane. 
Water landing. 


“anything of note 
on one of the islands. 
Power plant, 
communications 
center--” 


7 
vu 


I have 
something here, 
massive power 
cables underwater 
leading directly toa 
seemingly deserted 
island. 


Is it 
listed? 
Research site? 
Military? 


Tony, you 
should sit 
tigh m calling 
S.H.I.E.L.D for 
reinforcements. 


You do 
that, Carol. 
They can 
sit by as 
backup. 


going for 
aswim.” 


was right. 

This is my 

battle to 
fight. 


SOUTH CHINA SEA, hit 


Jarvis, 
Carol, Ihave 
splashdown. 


The Mandarin 
seems tohavea 
good fix onthe 
skies. Let's see if 

their all-seeing- 
eyes are looking 
underwater. 


Launching 
surveillance 


Me too. Let's Ge 
track a tiger, 
zs shallwe? J 


Should see 
something up 


Ive still 
got nothing. 
Jarvis, are 
you sure you 
read the map 
correctly? 


yep, 
this is the 
place. 


signatures 
are at island 
interior... 


The heat 

signature is 

=—“\q A distinct. I'm 
Js not sure 


Tony, after 
everything, are you sure 
flying into a volatile 
environment is the wisest 
thing to do? Have you 
considered that's exactly // // 
what they're / ff 
expecting? 


can't talk now, 
Carol. Flying 
into a volatile 
environment. 


I'm guessing 
subterranean. 
Right Jarvis? 


Only thing 
that makes 
sense. 


Hold that 
thought. Ihave 
something 
ahead. It’s... 


Which can come 
right through 
my suit. 


Jarvis, any 
time you can find 
the doortothis 


Y Looking 
RA how, sir. 


have aconcrete Y¥ 
bunker just north 
of you. Could be 
an entrance. 


It had better be. 

The first ones are 

inside the armor. 
Penetrating my 
thermal layer. 


a 


, 


“aq 


iy 
~~ 


§ something. 
No time to 
knock! 


Jarvis, 
you see what 
Isee? . 
’ Jarvis -- 
\ hello? 


W 
No autonomous 


machinations are 
permitted within 
the inner circle. 


They're 


not allowed 


in here. 


And I'm afraid I’m 
going to have to say 
the same about your 

little toy suit. Li? His 

suit, if you will. 


How-- 
how--are you 
doing-- 


are you? 


We, 


young master 
stark. Who 
dre we. 


We are the agents 
of control. The 
caretakers. 


Caretakers b 
of what? 


EG Not so . 
r The ‘am strong without 
Mandarin, \ : : your suit, are you? 
child. Li, | ce Nothing special 
holdhim f at all. 
| please. >? 


And thank 
you for your 
DNA, young 

master. It was 
the last piece 
we needed... 


To give 
contro] of 
Stark back 
towhom it [ae 

belongs: 4 


To.Be 
Continued... 
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AN ISLAND IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 


The — 
you think his Mandarin 
seed moneycame built Stark 
from? You think all of . for him. 
this he built by 
himself? 


stark 
Industries 
does not belong 
to The 
Mandarin. 


My 
father 
built it. 


My sister 
June and Iare 
its caretakers. 

We invest in... 
everything. 


We have 
a stake in 


So we can 
be sure that the 
powerful corporations 
of the world are not left 
to the devices of men. 


And when one of our 
investments forgets 
who is in charge--like 
your father--we take / 
appropriate 
measure... 


Would you like 
to watch as we 
punish your 
father? 


He took 
from us and 


The DNA \ 
sample worked. 
I'm in the 


cortex. 


stark satellite /= 


---and 
use them 
against his 
friends. 


then he forgot us. 
So we're going 
to take his 
drones... 


We had 
calculated that 
your leadership 
would bring Stark to 
its peak of command, 
solidifying The 
Mandarin power 
structure. / 


But your — 
super heroic 
exploits have kept 
you distracted... 
leaving Stark 
Industries stagnant. 
Which was not The 
Mandarin's plan. 


Te) 
now, it is 
time to set 
things right 
again. 


You sure 
you're not 
mad my dad 
dumped 
you? 


yeah, I 
recognized 
you. One of 
his flings-- 
Taki. 


Our 
arrangement 
with your father 
was strictly 
business...even 
this romance. 


Activating 
now. 


; Now 
watch Stark 
Industries 
crumble... 


over the edge 
| bya few drops 
of your blood. The 
Mandarin will be 
there to pick up 
he pieces. 


=. pushed \ 


stop 
this. Stop 


UNITED 'STATESMILITARY/BASE 
a VIRGINIA 


me 


y 
me A 
“Are you trying to 
give orders, young 
Stark? You don't seem 
to understand... 


“...you are 
no longer in 
control.” 


Tase him, 
Li, would 
you?! 


Stark, you're 
just not much Ee 
without your Your father ~ 
toys. had the same 
weakness. He 
trusted only what 
he could build 
himself. 


Now, 
attack the 
others. 


know! I've 
lost all control! 
I'm stalling 


..-even with 
access to 
Stark Cortex you 
shouldn't have 
this level of 


control... We helped 


design your 
drone program. Like 
your suit, we 
know every 
weakness. 


This is my 
company. 
Mine. 


Your 
ownership 
was always an 
illusion, young 
Stark. 


Enabling 
defense...but | 
he’s coming 


Phase 
One is a 


Pretty sure 
that was one 
of my Jittle 
toys. 


You 
ladies have A 
something Rhodes! 
that doesn't What are 
belong to you doing ? 
you. here?! Wy 


Sh 
@ ye Come 
~_ Zaz on, it's time 
. “ to move 
downstairs. 


Let's leave 
them to the 
system. 


Finally 
found a good 
use for one of 

iE your jets-- 


wy 

I have support. L'll go handle the 

Let's regroup, twins. I need you to 

then go after go after the drones in 

them. play. There’s got to be P 

— asatellite control . Shut it 
out there. down and you 


shut down the 
drones. 


Wait-- 
what support 
are you talking 

about? 


This is 
Rhodes. I'm 
in. Send the 
packages. 


Copy 
That, War 
h. Machine. 


ie | 


pies Ne 

Liftoff. Vos “3 
— | E.T.A.60 PB 
seconds, | 


---L brought Good. stay I'm sure their 
some real up top and drones will be 
muscle. Z = defend-- swarming on 
lp us any 
minute. 


San \ But T'll 
Ican't put 
on my suit. They'll ¥ 
just use it against f 
me in here. 7 


“Go suit up, War 
Machine. I'm 
gonna need your 
back up.” 


And when that 
happens you will 
be alone in the 
jungle. 


LTalways \ 
thought this 
was some 
souvenir. 


“People are 
assets, never 
to be trusted.” 


“Son, business 
is ruthless as 
life in the jungl 


“soon Stark 
Industries wil 
be yours | 


Take care that you 
are the tiger--the Do not 
master of your et the jungle 
jungle... be the master 
of you. 


why I carry 
this. Asa 
reminder. 


You can 
kill us both, 
young Master 
Stark. It will 

change 

nothing. 


Tell me 
how to 
stop it. 


Is that 
it? Down 
those steps? 
Your control 
room? 


This is the 
ninth ring. The 
nearest access to 
The Mandarin. Your } 
father never got 
farther than the 


seventh ring. 
\ thought 


he could be the 
future of The 

Mandarin--but 
he betrayed , 


us. ms 
So we 


set our 
hopes on 
you. 


You think 
he betrayed you. 
I think he realized 
what you were and 


\ His reasons are 
Wy irrelevant. We cannot 
\ trust economies to 
people like your 
father. 


The Mandarin 
chooses those who 


changed his 


mind. I think he 


q decided to be 
a better 
perso 


The reach of the Mandarin is 


far more vast than you will ever 


realize. Our rings surround 
every economy. 


«AS 


Here in the 3 
eve ane 


ninth ring of power, we 
manage the finances of 
the globe. Down there... 


— = = il 
belong in the center. Ve 


Those in every ring beyond | 
know less. Have less 
access. Our power 

is in control... 


My father made many 
mistakes. Parting 
ways with you was not 
one of them. 


you to come 
stop your 
program... 


are invisible 
to those we 
control. 


don't need 
both of 
you. 


Rhodes, Copy, 
this is Captain i Captain. Hold 
Crocker. Awaiting until my signal. 
your word for / es % There are still a few 


island launch. ; surprises on this 
a : island... 
fe 2 & 


7 


Y , ME AS 
Se No more y3 
ie. advanced \\ ‘ 
) than one of 
nom Stark's... 


/ But there's 
just...a whole 
lot more of 
‘em. 


Killus, \ 
Stork. It 
makes no 


difference. / 


g@ Not 
going to kill you. 
I'm going to cut 
the strings. You, I'm 
going to turn over to 
the people whose 


economies you're / 


Wait, this? S 


This is it? 


This is central } 
terminal? / 


company can be Do tome 
stopped. Even | what you wish. The 
Stark. Even The /wandarin will correct 
Mandarin. ~ these mistakes. As it 
corrected so many at 
Stark. As it corrected 
your little Josey, 
as Lrecall. 


You can't 
stop The 


{ Mandarin. Kill me 


and it will replace 


\ me with another 


caretaker. 


What did 
you just 
say? ¥ 


Yes, 
Master. I 
understand. 


You think 
that plane 


Your father was 
good at many 


We invest in the future. 
Your father understood 


crash was an things. Keeping you needed to be part of 
that future. But he wasn't 
willing to take the right 
measures to ensure 
it. So we did. 


accident? So 
naive... 
them. 


You have 
always lacked 
the self-control 
your father had. 
He confessed this 
to me many 
a night. 


you in line was 
not one of 


The 
Mandarin 
removed 
your little 
distraction. 


He 
thought 
you were 

reckless. 


Your 
father tried 
to teach you, but 
you ignored his 4 
lessons. 


I didn't 
ignore my 
father's lessons, I 
misunderstood 
them. 


\ spare me, 


T'll 
spare your 
life. But 
shut you 
down. 


You know 
when you keep 
yourself isolated 


down here behind 
all this armor, 
you're protected 
from everything 
outside. 


But when 
there's a hole in 
that armor, and 
something gets 
inside, there's no 
one to call, 
is there? When 


something 
gets inside, it 
can do so much 
damage. 


See, I've 
been analyzing the 
program you used to 
Nherhs nie Dy 
networks...and I've To 
learned its Right you My father V remind me 
weakness. are, sir. And gave me your tobethe ang inthe 
we're in. Firewalls cointo warn man, not the end, it’s that 
failing. Virus me abou machine. 4 man bringing 


down your 


uploading. you. 
—— % Q machine. 


It helps to 
have friends 
outside, it 
turns out. 


Right, 
Jarvis? 


all be undone, 
Mr. Stark. They 
will take back 
control. 


Control, 
Ma'am, is 
delegation, not 
despotism. It's 
democracy, 


not-- 


Tony, can you hear 
me? Those alarms... 
are alarming. 


Ever known ; 
an alarm that rm 
meant something coming. 
good was about 
to happen? 


Look before 
you leap 
much? 


---No 

point in 

starting 
now. 


We need to ra I’ve got 
get someone someone 
in there to see onit. 
what we can 
recover. 


cash, ud 


“Stark is safe. 
Your stocks 
are down but 
they'll rally. 


Q)jjoxa 


corilliennt 


OATOV, 


Not going 
to leave the 
flowers, 


hated flowers. 
Don't know 
what I was 
thinking. 


I thought 
only about 
myself. ITsaw 
nothing but myself. 
That's why she 
was killed. 


It was 
my fault, 
Jarvis. 


Sir, it's 
certainly not 
fair for you 

to blame-- 


okay. I’m not 
m flagellating 
: myself. 


The 
past is the 
past. Regret 
does us no 
good. 


But I 
made the 
choice to leave 
her. No one 

made it for 
; me. 


And I 
just have to 
learn to live 
with that. 


D 


——_ 
>) 


CO] 


a —— 


NY 
‘s 


ANISLAND)INN HE SOUTAICHIMNASCA 
Tio a 7 


of Ln) 
“There's simply 
nothing to y y 
recover.’ é 


Dt 


wii SS 


We'll keep searching, but you'll The facility seems Ne 
have towarnthe national like it was designed Bry 
security advisor that to erase itself. ‘ 
\ there may not be much : 
4 to find. 


nether, 
Came from 
offshore vents. 
QY 


“But I'm not 
sure if we'll ever 
really learn 
anything. 


“Or whe The 
Mandarin 
truly was...” 


WG Ge ee 


a \\ 


gentlemen, 
\ to cut this 
short. 
But I 
need to go 
take care of 
something. 
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